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International Perspectives on Academic Assessment 
T. Oakland and R. K. Hambleton (Eds.), 1995, Boston: Kluwer 


Reviewed by 


Knut A. Hagtvet, University of Bergen, Norway 


How test and other assessment prac- 
tices may contribute to the right of 
every individual to develop his or her 
potential provides a general theme for 
this book. A 4-day conference on Test 
Use With Children and Youth, held at 
Oxford University, in June 1993, ap- 
pears to have been the point of depar- 
ture for the present book. The major 
issues of the conference included re- 
viewing current testing practices with 
children and youth internationally, 
current theory and research on issues 
important to development and use of 
tests with children and youth, examin- 
ing and furthering the roles of agen- 
cies—governmental, nongovernmental, 
organizations and corporations—in pro- 
moting appropriate test development 
and use. The book presents major pa- 
pers presented at the conference to 
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make them available to others inter- 
ested in these issues. It is emphasized, 
in particular, that the conference fo- 
cused primarily on developing coun- 
tries—representing the target audience 
of the conference. 

The preface of a book is of interest in 
order to obtain information about back- 
ground, major messages, or expecta- 
tions about the content. The present 
preface provides some background for 
the chapters that follow. However, any 
synthesis or summary of what the book 
explicitly mediates is lacking. This is 
unfortunate because the book contains 
distinct chapters that each deserve at- 
tention, but reader appreciation for 
their contribution to the central purpose 
of the book could have been enhanced by 
an integrative review. The preface may 
thus elicit expectations about a book 


primarily on testing practices and ad- 
vances in developing countries. This, 
however, is not entirely the case with 
the present book. Three chapters dis- 
cuss issues most directly related to de- 
veloping countries, while the relevance 
of the remaining chapters remains 
rather indirect or remote from the con- 
text of developing countries. 

As I read the chapters, they represent 
four major distinct areas with some 
overlap. (a) One issue is the role of 
assessment with emphasis on less de- 
veloped countries. (b) Another issue 
represents performance assessment 
problems as experienced during recent 
years in the United States and by 
the National Curriculum Assessment 
Project in Great Britain. The final two 
areas represent research methodologi- 
cal issues: (c) the one presenting the 
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